iS6            WILLIAM CHARLES MACREADY.
that on this occasion, after the play was over, Kean sent some message of courtesy to him in his dressing-room, which was met by the gruff rejoinder, " If Mr. Kean has anything to say to me, let him say it through my solicitor!" Kean's share in the Windsor theatricals was rewarded by the gift of a diamond ring, which he afterwards lost; whereupon a wit reported that it had been found " sticking in Macready's gizzard." The second Hay market engagement began with Macbeth on October 28, 1850, and ended with Lear on February 3, 1851. In the course of the engagement he played Hamlet, Othello, Shylock, Richelieu, Werner, Virginius, Brutus, and afterwards Cassius, in Julius Ccesar (Mr. Howe making a great success as Mark Antony), Wolsey, King John, the Stranger, Benedick, Henry IV. (in the death-scene), Mr. Oakly, and (for the first time in London) Richard II. The revival of RichardII. (which was acted with "singular fidelity to the text") excited little interest, and was repeated only once. The American actor, E. L. Davenport, played seconds during this engagement, in place of Wallack; the support, for the rest, being much as before. Macready, I fear, cannot be acquitted of conniving at what he calls " play-bill trickery " in the announcement of "last appearances," which, as a matter of fact, were only penultimate, or even antepenultimate. But the phrase, "last time for ever," meant what it said; and during the last weeks of January it was appended to each of his great characters in turn, except Macbeth. That favourite part was reserved for his last farewell.
So early as two o'clock on February 26, 1851, crowds had gathered round the pit and gallery doors of Drury Lane Theatre, then under the management of James Anderson. An old playgoer, who witnessed the throng later in the day, said that " Jenny Lind was nothing to